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Our Church's Vision:   
To become a growing, difference-making, enthusiastic,  

and faith-filled Christian community. 

Our Church’s Mission: 
Reach with Christ People Where They Are. 

The Gospel Imperatives: 
Growing in Love of God and Neighbor  

Reaching New People  
Healing a Broken World 

Our Guiding Principle: 
Do all the good we can, by all the means we can, 
in all the ways we can, in all the places we can,  

           at all the times we can, to all the people we can,           
as long as ever we can. 

Check us out: 

Church Website with official multi-month  

church calendar:  www.MotleyUMC.net 

On Facebook:  www.facebook.com/motleyumc  

Worship Service via Zoom Meeting & 90.9 FM & in-person 

Pastor:  Greg Leslie Cell: (218) 731-9302 (Call or text) 
E-mail: Pastorgleslie@motleyumc.org 

Secretary: Chris Rosvold              
(218) 352-6466 or (612) 221-1111 (preferred, call or text)    
crosvold@motleyumc.org 

Sherry Frisk: Breeze Editor    (218) 352-6137  
sherrymillerfrisk@gmail.com 

http://www.MotleyUMC.net
http://www.facebook.com/motleyumc
mailto:Pastorgleslie@motleyumc.org
mailto:CRosvold@motleyumc.org
mailto:sherryfrisk@hotmail.com
mailto:sherrymillerfrisk@gmail.com
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Inside This Issue of The Breeze: 

I just got a new dry erase board. 

It’s remarkable! 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

January 1 – Sunday Worship at 10 am; Potluck, 11:10 am 

January 2 – Monday Morning Bible Study at 10 am; 

  Circle of Friends, 1 pm 

January 4 – Game Day, 1-3 pm; Confirmation, 3:45 pm 

January 5 - Red Cross Blood Drive, Noon—6 pm 

January 8 – Worship Celebration w/Holy Communion, 10 am 

January 9 – Monday Morning Bible Study at 10 am 

January 11—Motley United Women in Faith Gathering, 9 am 

January 15 – Worship Celebration at 10 am 

January 16 – Monday Morning Bible Study at 10 am 

January 18 – Game Day, 1-3 pm; Confirmation, 3:45 pm 

January 22 – Worship Celebration at 10 am 

January 23 – Monday Morning Bible Study at 10 am  

January 28 – Community Pancake Breakfast; 9-10:30 am 

January 29 – Worship Celebration at 10 am 

January 30 – Monday Morning Bible Study at 10 am 

February 1 – Game Day, 1-3 pm; Confirmation, 3:45 pm 

February 5 – Worship Celebration w/Communion at 10 am; 
   Potluck, 11:10 am; Smart Driver Class, 4-8 pm 

February 6 – Monday Morning Bible Study at 10 am 

Church in-person or on Zoom. 
Sunday morning worship at MotleyUMC is at 10 am and 
can be attended in person at MotleyUMC or via Zoom.   

On January 8, we will celebrate worship with the Holy   
Communion.  Please have bread and juice ready if          

worshipping with us via Zoom on January 8. 

Where: In person at MotleyUMC and on Zoom. 

When:10 am 

MotleyUMC https://zoom.us/j/973954278 

Meeting ID: 973 954 278   Password: (Contact church) 

https://zoom.us/j/973954278
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Monday Morning Study 

Monday Morning Bible Study via Zoom   

Time: Every week on Monday at 10:00 AM  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86826858534 

Meeting ID: 868 2685 8534 

Password: (Contact Liz Curren) 

Other Events: 

AA is meeting on Monday nights at 8 pm. 

Bone Builders is meeting on Tuesday and Friday Morning.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86826858534
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Game Days Game On!!!!!!    
First and Third Wednesday of each month  

In January on January 4 & 18 from 1:00 to 3:00 pm. 
Cards, Dice, Board Games, Dominos 

BOARD GAMES: Aggravation, Cribbage, Rummikub 
CARDS: UNO, Skipbo, Hand and Foot, 500, Golf, Phase 10  
DOMINOS: Mexican train, Fives 
DICE: Yahtzee, Farkle 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME- No Charge 
Refreshments will be served  

Bring your own favorite game, and we will play with you!  
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Looking forward to 2023! 

Reminding you that this is an excellent time of year to 
buy gifts for Santa Day and also to watch for coats,       

especially children’s coats, to come on sale to be          
distributed at the food shelf.  Thank you for all you do!  

United Women in Faith Quilting & Gathering 

On Wednesday, January 11th, at 9 am,  
the Motley UWF will be gathering for quilting,  

their monthly meeting, and program.   

I am a professor of history, so I know this in my 
bones: nothing is inevitable. History is made by people 
who stared, blinking, into the uncertain future. Their 

paths were not lit before them by sacred meteors.”  

                                                 --Kate Bowler 

AARP Smart Driver Class 

Sunday, February 5, 4 - 8 pm   

 To sign-up, contact the church office at     
(218) 352-6466 or mail@motleyumc.org and 

let us know your name and a contact number.  
This class does give drivers age 55+ a discount on their       

automobile insurance.  Also is a great way to learn about 
changes in driving rules due to legislation.  
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December 16, 2022 

 
Thank You, Thank You, Thank You! 
As the year comes to a close, I’m thankful for all that        
Minnesota United Methodists have done to heal a too-often 
broken world. Your commitment and compassion continue to 
make a difference in the hearts and lives of so many. You have         
responded to hurricanes in Florida and the Carolinas, helped 
refugees in Ukraine, partnered with schools in your           
community, supported missionaries in six different countries, 
expanded school scholarships in West Africa, responded to 
flooding in Appalachia, distributed food to the hungry 
throughout the state, and supported hundreds of other United 
Methodist projects through the General Board of Global   
Ministries, UMCOR and your apportionments. And this is just 
the beginning of the list, as I know you have supported        
numerous ministries in your own communities. We can’t do it 
all, but we can do our part—and you have—and in turn have 
been a blessing to those near and far. Thank you, thank you, 
thank you! 
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As the calendar turns, I know you will continue to reach out to 
those who need your help. Here are three organizations with 
which you might consider partnering: 
Project AgGrad: Vanessa Kambi arrived in August from the 
Democratic Republic of Congo to be the ninth graduate      
student in agriculture at the University of Minnesota. After 
completing her studies, she will return to help address hunger 
in her home country. Your contributions will help support 
Vanessa as she begins her studies. You can donate here by  
putting “Project AgGrad 8305” in the Other Donation section. 
Watch a video to learn more about the program. 
Simpson Food Pantry: Fighting food insecurity in the   
Whittier neighborhood of South Minneapolis for over 60 
years, the Simpson Food Pantry is in the process of  relocating 
from the former Simpson UMC to co-partner with the Source 
Food Pantry nearby. For information about donations, food 
and otherwise, contact them at 612-874-7741. 

Common Hope: Life in Guatemala is difficult for many, 
where 26 percent of the population lives on less than $2 per 
day, the literacy rate of 69 percent is among the lowest in   
Latin America, health care is limited to 9.7 doctors for every 
10,000 people, and half of the population lacks dignified 
housing where homes with cornstalk walls and dirt floors are 
widespread. Common Hope serves more than 14,000           
individuals in 27 communities in the Central Highlands  
working through education, heath care, housing and family 
development.  Learn about Guatemala’s culture, history, and 
lifestyle, student scholarships and volunteer opportunities.

https://mnumc-email.brtapp.com/!zqhfZdNQl9u0CB5snctKFAII2R5jh+cvVrNy5+rrdEjCK5Wj566e2kR4nMB11u7Ig
https://motleyumc.sharepoint.com/sites/Current%20Publications/Shared%20Documents/Breeze%20in%20Process/Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRkmrzsno29p9Xdv_Mx4n1OzHO3iVYxvvxhHjRfLOeq662EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pboubkwbRJkX7GbzWyRIiE7iow
https://mnumc-email.brtapp.com/!xdDld7yKlT+gIXnqW6PUv-MwQi3P-3aio7f476ZPmLhAz8J+EHQSQ-qMYy+lv1Gf0
https://mnumc-email.brtapp.com/!Ij9rw4QZE+wsYPxtb2hYChg7quL3hI+vw5uJpIrMjo9JdkanRPKYSDUXjTx2Lq+Zg
https://mnumc-email.brtapp.com/!A8htxKI8njsE7iaeO0ZlrPRwEmdXn+DdMZRaaEPtfSkX3RsCk6UHLJvGcFR6S+MTg
https://mnumc-email.brtapp.com/!zkwT3FizqoOGj0IGeDGaeJ+aPlGKHTGcrYVty4hyCq8Fosa-HRu-eHW01cte8MiGM
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And here are two opportunities to learn and grow: 
• Volunteers needed for Mega Kids Camp – For ten 
years, Evangel UMC in Rochester has partnered with the  
National Volleyball Center at the Century High School 
grounds to run this four-day ministry (July 17-20, 2023) for 
hundreds of children Pre K–sixth grade where they will learn 
to serve Jesus Christ and one another through acts of       
kindness, sports, creative arts, and more. Mega Kids Camp is 
seeking more adult and youth volunteers in 2023. Evangel 
has a longstanding tradition of reaching out in many ways in 
Rochester, including being an attractive host site for traveling 
mission teams from outside the area with lots of space, a 
gymnasium, and showers. Contact Jim Klepper at              
507-316-3248 for more information. 

Tattoos on the Heart: The Power of Boundless Compassion, 
by Gregory Boyle, recounts his more than two decades of  
experience working with gang members in Los Angeles.  
Recommended by the Minnesota Conference Church and  
Society Team, the book pulls at the heartstrings as it relays 
stories of redemption and the realities of gang areas. Writer 
Jack Kornfield, author of Path with a Heart, calls it “One of 
the bravest, most humane, heartbreaking, brilliant and    
hopeful stories I’ve read in ages.” 

Ed Holland, chair of our Conference Health Ministries 
Teams, reminds all of us (echoing the words of Kathleen 
Griffith, the Global health team lead and senior technical   
advisor at the General Board of Global Ministries) that 
“When you’re protecting yourself with the vaccines, you’re 
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also protecting your community, and that’s part of loving your 
neighbor.” Even as we experience “pandemic fatigue,”         
preventive intervention makes a difference. At a time when we 
have fewer nurses and fewer hospital beds, it makes sense to 
do all we can to not get the flu or COVID-19. Learn more. 

May you have a blessed, wonderful, meaningful, safe and 
healthy Christmas and New Year! 

In Ministry Together, 

Lyndy Zabel 
Director of Community Development 
Minnesota Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church 

Thought for the Day 

Our hope is not in the new year, but in the One who 
makes all things new. —Anon  

https://mnumc-email.brtapp.com/!xjp1fKLd7ZvVjFPJjKQvF6f9MTCMsNpoerqxBMMkzX29QUYTfIPj5Ru6i0A7oB2iw
mailto:lyndy.zabel@minnesotaumc.org
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In Loving Memory of Iras Irene Chapin  

April 8, 1920 ~ September 25, 2022 

 Iras Chapin, 102, passed away peacefully on    

September 25, 2022. Services were held on     
Thursday, September 29th at the Motley United 
Methodist Church. 
Iras was born on April 8, 1920, to Walter and Laura 
(Williams) Payne in Motley Minnesota.  She     
married Bernard Chapin on September 18, 1941. 
Iras was active in her community. She was        
Morrison County senior citizen of the year in 1999 
and received the Jefferson Award in 1999. She also 
received the 1999 Motley UMW Special Mission 
Recognition.  She volunteered with the Motley food 
shelf and was a big part of the Motley United  
Methodist Church. 
Iras enjoyed crocheting, cross stitching, puzzles, 
reading, cooking, and   baking. Above all else she 

loved being a mother and 
especially loved being a 
grandma. She will be 
missed by all who knew her. 
Iras is survived by her   
children Shari Christiansen 
and Harley (Shari) Chapin; 
six grandchildren; fourteen 
great grandchildren; and 
many great great grand-  
children. She is preceded in 
death by her parents;      
husband Bernard;          
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children, Ronald and Sandra; son-in-law, Arden 
Christiansen; grandson, Clayton Christiansen; 
great-great grandson, Blair Hafften; siblings, 
Duane Payne and Ivan Payne. 

Our Church Needs Your Help 
We have the following positions open: 

Administrative Council Chair:  Conduct quarterly  
meetings with committees. 

Treasurer:  Pay bills, process semimonthly payroll, W-2s, 
reconcile monthly bank and trust fund statements,   
monthly financial reports.  Most duties are done at your 
home computer.   

Trustee Chair:  Building repair and maintenance, oversee 
Trust Funds. 

If you have any questions about being treasurer, talk to 
Linda Townsend; Greg Townsend can answer questions 
about the Trustee Chair position.  If you have interest in 
any of these positions or additional questions, please talk 
to Pastor Greg. 

Fifth Sunday Noisy Offering 
 January is here and it has five (5) Sundays; that 
means the Haiti Partnership will be taking a Noisy 
Offering on January 29.  Now is the time to start 
gathering up your loose change and bring it with you 
to worship on the 29th.  There will also be a jar on 
the information table in the fellowship space for 
your donation throughout the month of January if 
you are unable to be in worship on the 29th.  These 
dollars benefit the ongoing projects of the         
Partnership dealing with clean water, health &    
dental care, and micro credit loans. 
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Thanks so much to our church family, and all who showed their 
love to us this Christmas season. Special thanks to the Men's 
Club, Motley Women of Faith, Circle of Friends, and so many 
more. We are blessed to be a part of this congregation, and  
grateful for your friendship. 

May God bless you all in this new year! 

With love, 
Dawn and Gary Timbs 

Thank you! 
I want to say thank you for the generous gifts that I have received 

from my church family this Christmas.  
 I also want to thank all of you for what you do that makes it   

possible for what I do as a secretary and as an IT support person; 
there are many who do things behind the scenes that I am blessed 

to see.  I want you to know how much I appreciate you!    
Chris Rosvold, Secretary, Motley UMC 

Thank you for letting us shop at your Christmas store.  Have 
a very nice Christmas.   
Sincerely, 
Gavin Caldwell 
Thank you for letting me shop the Christmas store.  Have a 
very nice Christmas. 
From: Preston Caldwell 

Serving You in January 
January 8:   Liturgist: Greg Townsend 

    Greeters/Ushers:  Greg & Linda Townsend 

January 15: Liturgist: Sharon Sandberg 

    Greeters/Ushers:  Steve & Sharon Sandberg 

January 22: Liturgist: Jill Holland 

    Greeters/Ushers: Russ & Jill Holland 

January 29: Liturgist: Paula Johnson 

    Greeters/Ushers: Bernice Thomson & Paula Johnson  



  

January Birthdays 
1   -  John Watson 
2   -  Bryan Carey 
3   -  Sharon Stone 
4   -  Jason Macheel 
5   -  Matthew Sams 
5   -  Greg Ciesluk 
6   -  Gary Timbs 
9   -  Kathy Morey 
12 -  Dani Owen  
12 -  Arline Nelson 
13 -  John Miller 
13 -  Cara Spilman 
14 -  Jared Eischeid 
16 -  Neal Spilman 
16 -  John Paananen 
17 -  Jim Greig  

January Birthdays (cont.) 
17 -  Lukas Savage 
18 -  Jodi Reeck 
20 -  Samantha Sullivan  
22 -  Alisa Olson 
22 -  Shirley Peck 
23 -  Sally Miller  
23 -  Teyler Gabiger  
23 -  Austyn Ploshnick  
23 -  Morgan Ward 
29 -  Rebecca Paananen 
30 -  Doug Copley  
30 -  Lois Frisk  
31 -  Shirley Watson     

January Anniversaries 

26 -  Bob & Jomyla Choate 

You are encouraged to read and meditate on these scriptures 
each week as an act of personal devotion. Such a practice 

promises to pay rich dividends in your spiritual journey and 
prepare your heart for a more fruitful worship experience. 

The appointed Scripture lessons for:  

January 8: Isaiah 42:1-9; Psalm 29 (UMH 761);                  
Acts 10:34-43; Matthew 3:13-17  

January 15: Isaiah 49:1-7; Psalm 40:1-11(UMH774);              
1 Corinthians 1:1-9; John 1:29-42  

January 22: Isaiah 9:1-4; Psalm 27:1, 4-9 (UMH 758);            
1 Corinthians 1:10-18; Matthew 4:12-23    

January 29: Micah 6:1-8; Psalm 15 (UMH 747);                      
1 Corinthians 1:18-31; Matthew 5:1-12  

Liturgical Colors: January 1-8: White or Gold;                         
January 15-29: Green 


